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The U.S. Department of Labor operates through 10 regional offices 


located in major cities across the country. 


If you want a local angle ona 


news or feature story provided through this service--or have a direct news 


inquiry--you may contact one of the offices listed below. 
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Seattle, WA 98101 
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Week of January 27, 1992 


NEW LABOR PUBLICATION GIVES GUIDANCE 
TO EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING PROGRAMS 


WASHINGTON -- Whether you're looking for a new job, recently 
unemployed or seeking training opportunities, you may need 
information or assistance, as well as a sense of direction. 


The Employment and Training Administration of the U.S. 
Department of Labor (ETA) may be able to help. ETA works with 
states and local communities to provide services and programs to 
help people find the foothold they need to take their first steps 
or to make a new beginning in the job market. 


A new ETA publication, "Job Directions," guides individuals 
to programs and services provided by the agency. 


Included in the booklet'is information about unemployment 
insurance, job referrals by the public employment service and 
retraining for laid-off or dislocated workers. Job training 
programs are also available for young people and adults who are 


economically disadvantaged or face other severe employment 
barriers. 


Other ETA programs reviewed are Job Corps, apprenticeships, 


Economic Dislocation and Worker Adjustment Assistance (EDWAA), 
Trade Adjustment Assistance, the Senior Community Service 


Employment Program, Native Americans and Migrant and Seasonal 
Farmworkers. 


"Job Directions" is available free of charge at local 
employment service offices, Job Training Partnership Act 
liaisons, Worker Adjustment liaisons, Private Industry Councils 
and Service Delivery Areas. Bulk quantities may be ordered for 
$41 per 100 from the Superintendent of Documents, United States 
Government Printing Office, stock number 029-014-00245-3. 
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Week of January 27, 1991 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--DECEMBER 1991 


WASHINGTON -- The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 
rose 0.1 percent before seasonal adjustment in December to a level of 137.9 
(1982-84=100), the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor 
has reported. For the 12-month period ended in December, the CPI-U increased 
3.1 percent. 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers 
(CPI-W) also rose 0.1 percent in December prior to seasonal adjustment. The 
December 1991 CPI-W level of 135.9 was 2.8 percent higher than the index in 
December 1990. 


CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 0.3 percent in December, 
following increases of 0.1 percent in October and 0.4 percent in November. 
The indexes for food and energy, each of which had accelerated sharply in 
November, moderated substantially in December. Food prices, which rose 0.6 
percent in November, increased 0.3 percent in December. Energy prices rose 
0.4 percent in December after advancing 0.8 percent in November, as 
petroleum-based energy prices turned back down. Excluding food and energy, 
the CPI rose 0.3 percent in December, the same as in November. 


Percent changes in CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 
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For the 12-month period ended in December 1991, the CPI-U advanced 3.1 
percent. This compares with a 6.1 percent increase in 1990 and was the 
smallest annual change since a 1.1 percent increase in 1986. While 
virtually all major expenditure groups contributed to the moderation, almost 
two-thirds of the deceleration in the overall index was the result of a 
sharp turnaround in petroleum-based energy prices. After advancing 35.4 
percent in 1990, the index for energy commodities fell 16.1 percent in 1991. 
Charges for energy services, which rose 1.5 percent in 1990, advanced 3.5 
percent in 1991. Food prices slowed substantially in 1991, registering 
their smallest increase since a 0.5 percent rise in 1976. Each of the 
indexes for the five major grocery store food groups and for food away from 
home rose less than in 1990. The most significant factor contributing to 
the deceleration in the food index was the sharp downturn in meat prices-- 
down 2.1 percent in 1991 after advancing 11.3 percent in 1990. 


The index for all items less food and energy also decelerated, 
increasing 4.4 percent in 1991 after advancing 5.2 percent in the preceding 
year. Within this group, the indexes for shelter, apparel and upkeep, and 
medical care each rose at least 1 percent less than in 1990, and accounted 
for over 85 percent of the moderation. Shelter costs, which rose 5.2 
percent in 1990, increased 3.9 percent in 1991, their smallest advance since 


1982. The rates for selected groups during the past 8 years are shown 
below. 
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Week of Januany 27, 1992 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


The Federal-State unemployment insurance system was 
initiated in the Social Security Act of 1935 and is overseen by 
the U.S. Department of Labor's Employment and Training 
Administration. The payments it provides workers who have lost 
their jobs are financed by a payroll tax on employers. 


ae 


More than seven million people received almost $14 billion 
in unemployment insurance benefits in fiscal year 1989, according 
to the U.S. Department of Labor. In this same period, some 5.4 
million employers paid $17.3 billion in state unemployment 
compensation taxes. 


Unemployment insurance payments are distributed through 
state employment service offices. They are listed in the 
telephone directory in the State government section under titles 
such as Unemployment Insurance, Unemployment Compensation, 
Employment Security or Employment Service. 
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